LITERATURE TO READ
According to A First Dictionary of Cultural Literacy-What Our Children Need to Know 
by E.D. Hirsch Jr. @1989

	Read/know about before leaving 
Eighth Grade:
	Read NOW:
(depends on reading level of student)

	Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll
	The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

	Hans Christian Andersen tales: “The Ugly Duckling”; “The Emperor’s New Clothes”; “The Princess and the Pea”
	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain

	
	The Arabian Nights (or The Thousand and One Nights)

	Aesop’s Fables: “The Fox and the Grapes”; “The Hare and the Tortoise”; “The Boy who Cried Wolf”
	“A Study in Scarlet”-the first Sherlock Holmes story by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

	Other fables: “The Blind Men and the Elephant”; “The Goose That Laid the Golden Eggs”
	The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin

	The Autobiography of Helen Keller
	David Copperfield by Charles Dickens

	Babar by Jean and Laurent de Brunhoff
	Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

	Children’s stories and folk tales: “Chicken Little”; “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”; “King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table”; “The Little Red Hen”; “The Pied Piper of Hamelin”; “Robin Hood”; “Three Little Pigs”.
	A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

	
	Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes

	
	Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

	
	Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift

	A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens
	Hamlet by William Shakespeare

	Fairy tales: “Beauty and the Beast”; “Cinderella”; “Jack and the Beanstalk”; “Little Red Riding Hood”; “Puss in Boots”; “Rapunzel”; “Sleeping Beauty”; “Tom Thumb”.
	The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien

	
	Iliad by Homer

	Grimm Fairy Tales:  “Snow White”; “Hansel and Gretel”; “Rumpelstiltskin”.
	Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 



	Greek or Roman Myths:  “Androcles and the Lion”; Heracles; etc
	“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving

	How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss
	Little Men by Louisa May Alcott

	I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
	The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien

	The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling
	Macbeth by William Shakespeare

	Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling
	Odyssey by Homer

	The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper
	Othello by William Shakespeare

	The “Little House “ series by Laura Ingalls Wilder
	“Rip Van Winkle” by Washington Irving

	Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
	Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe

	Nursery Rhymes & Tales: (Mother Goose Tales)“Baa, baa, Black Sheep”; “Hey Diddle Diddle”; “Hickory Dickory Dock”; “Hot Cross Buns”; “Georgie Porgie”; “The House That Jack Built”; “Humpty Dumpty”; ”Jack Be Nimble”; ”Jack and Jill”; “Jack Sprat”; “Ladybug, Ladybug…”; “Little Bo Peep”; “Little Jack Horner”; “Little Miss Muffet”; “Mary Had a Little Lamb”; “Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary”;  
“Old King Cole”; “Old Mother Hubbard”; “One, two, buckle my shoe”; “Rain, rain go away”; “Rock –a-Bye Baby”; “Rub-A-Dub-Dub”; “Simple Simon”; “Sing a Song of Sixpence”; “Star Light, Star Bright”; “There Was an Old Woman Who Lived In a Shoe”; “Thirty Days Hath September”; “This little piggy went to market”; “Three Blind Mice”.
	Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

	
	The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

	
	Tarzan of the Apes by Edgar Rice Burroughs

	
	Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll

	
	Treasure Island  by Robert Louis Stevenson

	
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe

	
	“The Village Blacksmith” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

	
	American Author names to know – 

Alcott, Louisa May
Baum, L. Frank

Dickinson, Emily

Emerson, Ralph Waldo

Faulkner, William

Frost, Robert

Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Hemingway, Ernest

Irving, Washington 

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth

Melville, Herman

Poe, Edgar Allan

Thoreau, Henry David

Twain, Mark

Whitman, Walt

Wilder, Laura Ingalls

Wright, Richard



	Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie
	

	Pinocchio by C. Collodi
	

	Pollyanna by Eleanor Porter
	

	“The Owl and the Pussycat” by Edward Lear
	

	The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett
	

	Superman- DC Comics by Jerry Siegel
	

	The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter
	

	Tall tales: Paul Bunyan; Johnny Appleseed; Daniel Boone; Calamity Jane; John Henry; Pecos Bill
	

	“There was a little girl” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
	

	“Trees” by Joyce Kilmer
	

	“Twas the Night Before Christmas” by Clement C. Moore
	

	“Twinkle, twinkle, little star” by Jane Taylor
	

	Uncle Remus by Joel Chandler Harris
	

	The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
	

	Winnie the Pooh by A. A. Milne
	

	The Wonderful Wizard of OZ by L. Frank Baum 
	

	“Wynken, Blynken and Nod” by Eugene Field
	

	Read/know about before leaving Eighth Grade:
	Read NOW:

(depends on reading level of student)
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