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Knowing the Man Before Knowing the Character

English 2B
We will be taking an in-depth look (through reading, writing, and analyzing) into William Shakespeare's play, Julius Caesar. Before trying to understand Shakespeare's character of Caesar, we should first understand Julius Caesar the historical figure. This Internet Scavenger Hunt should help understand his history, his accomplishments, and his affect on today. (If you would like a printed copy of this Hunt to use as well, just ask Mrs. Cook)

What is the historical context of Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Julius Caesar?

Hark, gentle students, to the Roman history behind Shakespeare’s play, Julius Caesar. 
Didst thou know that the plot was inspired by ancient biographies and histories? 
Prithee, complete this scavenger hunt to uncover the history behind one of Shakespeare’s most popular plays.

Knowing Before Knowing

1) Go to https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/julius-caesar . Read this article about Julius Caesar's history. From this information, please create a time-line using what you think to be the ten most important events of Caesar's life. Please include the date of the event (if a specific day cannot be found, the year alone will do), and any important information about it.


2) When was Caesar born? Name three of his accomplishments as a (1) general, (2) statesman, and (3) man of letters.


3) Caesar’s family was ancient and patrician. If Caesar had been born a plebeian, how would his life have been different? Do you think Roman history would have been the same?
      4)  In 47 B. C., Julius Caesar uttered the famous line “Veni, vidi, vici” (I came, I saw, I conquered),”.    What had he conquered?
5) Sometimes is it better to see the Caesar through the eyes of someone specific, or through his own eyes. Go to http://www.livius.org/caa-can/caesar/caesar00.html. Based on the time-line you have made of Caesar, pick two topic links (which could mean “Plutarch on Caesar and the Pirates,” or “Caesar on the first Germanic Expedition,” etc.), and explain (using the translated accounts on this site) how these events shaped, or could have shaped, Caesar's life and personality. Based on what you know about Caesar, how much did these events affect him?



6) Caesar made his name in Gaul. If you search “Caesar Alesia”, historians agree that this was a game changer for Julius Caesar. Watch one of these videos: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SU1Ej9Yqt68   (14 minutes) 
                  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ut9GdMywFj0   (24 minutes w/live reenactment)

Getting to see this battle (even though it is a reenactment and not actual footage), what does the video tell you about Caesar? How does this make you feel about Julius Caesar as a person? Does watching this video support or contradict the view you had of Caesar previously? 
     Please explain.

7) A soothsayer (astrologer) named Spurinna warned Caesar of danger on a date no later

than the Ides of March. Beware the Ides of March is a well-known warning. What are the

Ides anyway?

TIME SHIFT:

8) Shakespeare’s primary source for Julius Caesar was a translation of a Roman historian’s work. Why might Shakespeare see a connection? What do experts today, on the internet, surmise was Shakespeare's purpose in writing this historical play?
“PULL IT TOGETHER, JIM!”  (random movie reference-quietly tell Mrs. Cook if you can make the allusion)
9) Shakespeare's play is called The Tragedy of Julius Caesar, and centers primarily around his assassination, which does happen during the course of the play. After reading this in-depth article about Caesar's assassination, why do you think that Shakespeare chose to write a play about Caesar? Based on what we have discussed, the other sites used in this Scavenger Hunt, and your research about what is going on in Shakespeare's own country during the 16th Century, what connections might we as readers be able to make about possible reasons Shakespeare had for writing a play about Julius Caesar when he did?

Putting It All Together: In Shakespeare and In History

Anon, good class, on the morrow, thou wilst begin reading the play.

Together we will complete the chart that compares and contrasts historical events in Shakespeare and in history.
